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Great Lakes Shipyard, Cleveland, OH, drydocked the ferry William Market to begin maintenance and repairs 

for its U.S. Coast Guard 5-Year inspection. The work will include routine cleaning and painting, hull inspection, 

valve overhauls and steering system modifications.  In addition to this, all of the ferry’s exterior fiberglass 

bench seats are being replaced with new aluminum bench seats. This is the second time this year Miller Boat 

Line, the vessel’s owner, has entrusted one of its vessels to Great Lakes Shipyard. Earlier this year Great 

Lakes Shipyard completed a 40 ft. long mid-body extension and repowering of the M/V Put-In-Bay. Joe Craine, 

the yard’s general manager, said “We did a great job for Miller Boat Line on the Put-In-Bay and we are happy 

they have returned as a satisfied customer with another one of their vessels”. 



 

Since its beginning, Miller Boat Line has been family owned. Started in 1905 as a fishing charter, water taxi 

and ice harvesting business, the company has grown to become the largest ferry service on Lake Erie. Miller 

Boat Line is the only scheduled means of transporting freight, cars and commercial vehicles to Put-in-Bay and 

Middle Bass islands. The William Market owned by Miller Boat Line, Sandusky, OH, is an all-steel passenger 

and vehicle vessel. It was built in 1993 and is 96 feet long and Coast Guard approved to carry 500 

Passengers. 

 

Great Lakes Shipyard, a division of The Great Lakes Towing Company, operates a full-service shipyard and 

dry-dock in Cleveland, OH, and specializes in all types of marine construction and repairs for all types of 

vessels, including tugs, supply boats, ferries, barges, excursion vessels, dinner boats, research vessels, large 

yachts, and off-site topside work of every kind.  The Company is currently expanding its capabilities and 

employment rolls for new vessel construction, repairs and for aluminum and steel fabrication. The Company 

recently placed an order for a new 700-ton mobile boat hoist. This will be the largest of its type on the Great 

Lakes, including both US and Canada, and the second largest in North America. 

 

The drydocking of the William Market is one of many new orders for the shipyard including the new 

construction of two (2) sets of Sectional Floating Restroom Barges for the National Park Service, construction 

of two (2) new 70-foot Aluminum Research Vessels for U.S. Geological Survey’s Great Lakes Science Center 

and the recent construction and delivery of (2) barges for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for their Upper 

Mississippi River Dam project. 

 

For more information, contact Joe Starck at: jps@thegreatlakesgroup.com. 
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