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THE GREAT LAKES TOWING COMPANY

a Great Lakes Group affiliate 
OPEN HOUSE & RIBBON - CUTTING CEREMONY

New Cleveland Headquarters and Shipyard Facility Complex
CEREMONY & BUFFET LUNCHEON
Thursday, February 8, 2007
11:00 o’clock sharp

The Great Lakes Towing Company 

4500 Division Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio

1899 - 2007
Celebrating 108 Years as a Cleveland, Ohio Company

PROGRAM
	*THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

*GOD BLESS AMERICA in honor of our Armed Forces

WELCOME

OPENING REMARKS &
INTRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL SPEAKER

PRINCIPAL REMARKS
BUFFET LUNCHEON 

LUNCHEON REMARKS 
CONFERRING COMPANY AWARDS

RECOGNITION AWARDS


	Sung by 

Daniel Greene

Teacher, Navy Reservist

Ronald C. Rasmus, President

The Great Lakes Towing Company

The Great Lakes Group

Sheldon B. Guren, Chairman

The Great Lakes Group
The Honorable Frank Jackson
Mayor, City of Cleveland, Ohio

~
Joseph P. Starck, Jr.
Vice President, Engineering

The Great Lakes Towing Company

Matthew Zone

Cleveland City Council, Ward 17

Michael Skindell

State Representative, District 13

David E. Volosin, Principal

Max S. Hayes Vocational High School

Partnering with for better careers

Ronald C. Rasmus, President

The Great Lakes Towing Company

Albert B. Ratner

Co-Chairman of the Board

Forest City Enterprises

Matthew Zone

Cleveland City Council, Ward 17

Kevin S. Schmotzer
Executive Small Business Development

Office of Economic Development

City of Cleveland

Patrick J. Thrasher
Retired Fleet Engineer

The Great Lakes Towing Company



	RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY
	Mayor Jackson
State Rep. Skindell 

Councilman Zone

	Sheldon Guren

Ronald Rasmus

	**LAYING OF KEEL PIECE FOR THE NEW TUG:
GREAT LAKES SHIPYARD HULL NO. 101
	Anthony Savas, President, Petchem 

Norwalk, Connecticut




*   The audience will please stand during the singing of the NATIONAL ANTHEM and GOD BLESS AMERICA. 

** To avoid eye injury, do not look directly into the welding flash.

“We thought it would only take a village – well, it took a lot more!  Thanks!”

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Honorable Frank Jackson, Mayor, City of Cleveland

in alphabetical order

Ali Hicham, P.E.,Consulting Engineer, Division of Water, City of Cleveland

Edward J. “Ted” Andelman, Todd Associates

Robert N. Brown, Director, City Planning Commission, City of Cleveland

Captain Norman Brzozowski, Division of Water, City of Cleveland

Tyrone Butler, Garrett A. Morgan Water Plant Manager, City of Cleveland

Julius Ciaccia, Jr., Director, Department of Public Utilities, City of Cleveland

Lee A. Chilcote, The Chilcote Law Firm

Joe Cimperman, Cleveland City Councilman, Ward 13

Paul Clark, Executive Vice President, National City Corporation
Joseph J. Craine, General Manager, The Great Lakes Towing Company Shipyard

Jimmy Dimora, Cuyahoga County Commissioner

Gary L. Failor, Formerly, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority

The Reverend Sterling E. Glover, Chairman Emeritus, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority

Douglas A. Gabriel, Site Construction Manager, Montgomery Watson Harza

Robert Goldberg, President, Ohio Savings Bank

Frederick B. Goldsmith, Goldsmith & Ogrodowski

Tyler D. Garrett, Project Designer, Ray Fogg Building Methods

Timothy F. Hagan, Cuyahoga County Commissioner

Robin L. Halperin, Risk Manager, Division of Water, City of Cleveland

Linda S. Henrichsen, City Planning Commission, City of Cleveland

Eric Hirsimaki, Operations/Facilities Manager, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority

William J. Huffman Jr., Senior Vice President, National City Bank

Gregory G. Huth, Kahn Kleinman LLP, Formerly, Director, Office of Economic Development, City of Cleveland

Peter Lawson Jones, Cuyahoga County Commissioner

Ralph Kirk, Vice President, Ohio Savings Bank

Fran Migliorino, State of Ohio

Thomas W. Newell, First American Title Insurance Company

Tracey Nichols, Assistant Director, Department of Development, Cuyahoga County

J. Christopher Nielson, Commissioner, Division of Water, City of Cleveland

Carolyn Oros, Corporate Secretary, The Great Lakes Group

Paul Oyaski, Director, Department of Development, Cuyahoga County

Andrea Paspek, Assistant Director of Law, City of Cleveland

Samuel S. Pearlman, Squire, Sanders and Dempsey LLP

Jennifer L. Stueber, Climaco, Lefkowitz, Peca, Wilcox and Garolfi Co. LPA

Stephen L. Pfeiffer, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority

Albert Ratner, Forest City Enterprises

Richard S. Rivitz, Managing Partner, Kahn Kleinman LLP

Edward W. Rybka, Director, Department of Building & Housing, City of Cleveland

Nick Scarletta, Ray Fogg Building Methods, Inc.

Kevin S. Schmotzer, Project Manager, Retention/Expansion, Office of Economic Development, City of Cleveland

Scott P. Spicer, Vice President, National City Bank

George L. Sogor, The Great Lakes Towing Company

Joseph P. Starck, Jr., The Great Lakes Towing Company

Martin Sweeney, President, Cleveland City Council

Chief William Tell, Police Chief, Division of Water, City of Cleveland

Gregg Thauvette, The Great Lakes Towing Company

Anthony R. Thornton, Economic Development Manager, Cuyahoga County

LT Douglas Veselsky, Fire Prevention Bureau, City of Cleveland

David E. Volosin, Principal, Max S. Hayes Vocational High School, Cleveland Municipal School District

Deborah Weisman, Kahn Kleinman LLP
Matthew Zone, Cleveland City Council, Ward 17

“We support Cleveland and Northeast Ohio Area Businesses; and the economic ripple effect to these other businesses is conservatively estimated at $0.49 from every revenue $1.00 we receive.”
SUPPLIERS, VENDORS & SERVICE PROVIDERS
in alphabetical order

	A-All Ashtabula Sewer & Septic
A Better Place Restaurant
ABD Freight System, Inc.

ABS Services Inc.

Ace

Activities Press, Inc.
ADT Security
Air Power Of Ohio Inc

Air Services Of Cleveland, Inc

Akron Cotton Products Inc

All Erection & Crane Rental

Ameriflag, Inc

Area Temps Inc

Art Window Shade & Drapery 
Autogate
Aztec Steel Corporation

Baker Hostetler LLP
Barnes Wendling CPAs
Bass Ford

Best Buy

Boiler Specialists Inc

Buckeye Handling Equipment

Buckeye Valve Inc
Carrick Flowers

Cleveland Indians
Cleveland Ship Repair Co.

Cleveland State University

Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority
CLS Services Inc
Comp USA.

Computer Systems Development

Conrad's Total Car Care 

Consumers Steel Products

Corrosion Prevention Sales
Continental Airlines

Crestmont Chrysler Jeep

Cummins Bridgeway

CVS Pharmacy
Darling Fire & Safety
DataVoice

Dayton Freight Lines

Decker Steel & Supply
Dennis B. Pell
Distillata Company

Diversified Air Systems

Duramax  Marine 
East Side Ace Hardware
Enviro Serve
Famous Supply Co. of Cleveland

Federal Welding Fabricating
Feren Fruit

First American Title Insurance
Filter Factory

Flats Industry

Flats Oxbow Association

Fleetwise Truck Parts

Fluid Mechanics 

Forest City Management
Forms Associates Incorporated

Garrett & Associates, Inc.
	Giant Eagle
Glass Fabricators, Inc.

Graffiti
Gypsy Bean Cafe

Haley & Aldrich
H Hansen Industries
The Harp

Hirzel’s Florist

Holiday Inn

Home Depot

Houlihan’s

House of Blues
H. Leff Electric Company

Inland Waters of Ohio

Italian Creations
J.V. Janitorial Services

Jackson Lewis LLP

Jim Cox & Associates
Jno J. Disch Company

Julian W. Perkins
K-Mart

Kahn Kleinman LLP
Kelly Inspection Services

Ken's Transport
Key Bank

King Excavating
Kirk Battery Co.
Lakefront Hardware

Lakehouse Publishing Company

Lakeland Bolt & Nut Company

Lakeland Electric Supply, Inc.

Lakeside Supply Co.

Legal Images

Lutheran Hospital

Malley’s Candies

Marriott

Masimo Di Italia

Mazzella Lifting Technologies

Meritech, Inc
Micro Center.

Miller Transfer
Min Ah Restaurant

Nate’s Deli  And Restaurant

Neff & Associates
Northcoast Computer Supplies
Northcoast Concrete

Northcoast  Prop Tech
Northern Ohio Lumber & Timber

Northwest Hydraulic Service
Officemax
Ohio Cat

Ohio Pipe & Supply Co
Ohio Savings  Bank

Olympic Steel
Ontario Stone

Panera Bread
Panehal & Associates

Paquin
Parma Marine
Phase III Communications

	Pickwick & Frolic
Pirtek Valley View
Plain Dealer

Plotz Machine & Forge
Ponte Vecchio Restaurant
Preformed Line Products Co.

Pro Class Contracting Company

Provenzale Construction Co.

Puritas Associates Ltd.

Puritas Hardware

Quicksilver, Inc.

Radio Link Communications
Radio Shack
Ray Fogg Construction
Rich’s Towing & Service 

Renaissance Hotel

Rex Pipe and Supply

Rite Aid 

Ritz Carlton Hotel
Riverside Lands LLC
Rob-Ryan, Incorporated

S. Rose Company

S.G. Morris Company

Samsel Supply Company

SE Blueprint

Segelin’s Florist

Sheraton Hotels.

Sherwin Williams
Silver Fox Florist
Sir Speedy Printing

Snow-B-Gone Inc.

Sparta Steel & Equipment
Staples
State Chemical Manufacturing

Stephen Campbell & Associates

Summers Rubber Company
Target

Test America Analytical Testing

Things Remembered

Tiffin Parts
Todd Associates, Inc.

Travelodge Lakewood

Tru Har Products

Tyco Fire & Security
Ullman Oil Company

Underwater Marine Contractors
UniCare
Universal Oil
Verizon

Walgreens 
Wal-Mart

W. W. Williams

Waco Scaffolding & Equipment

West End Lumber

West Point Products
William Scott
Willow Supply 
Woodhill Supply.

Worldwide Steel

Yardmaster


	CONTRACTOR

Ray Fogg Building Methods, Inc

Cleveland, Ohio
	FINANCING

National City Bank

Cuyahoga County

City of Cleveland




“We value our world-wide customers and we are dedicated to keeping them happy by providing the best possible service.”
OUR CUSTOMERS, CHARTERERS & AGENCIES
in alphabetical order

	Acadia Shipbrokers

Aegean Maritime

Agencia Navemar de Puerto Rico

Alexakos And Simpson

Algoma Tankers

Amalthia Marine Inc

American Steamship Company

Andrie, Inc.
Antilles Aggregates Export

Associated Transport Line
B B C Chartering
Barge Bulk Transport
Beluga Chartering
Benchmark Marine Agency

Boater's Emergency Service

Blystad Shipping (U.S.A.)

Bravo Shipping Agency

C & C Port Services

C & M Shipping

Canada Steamship Lines, Inc.

Canfornav Limited
Cape Cod Bay Sails / Bay Lady II

Capt. Iglesias & Associates
Cargill International S.A
Caribe Shipping Company

Carnival Cruise Lines

Catcor Services

Celebrity Cruises
Celtic Maritime

Central Marine Logistics

City of Cleveland Fire Department

Clipper Denmark APS
Coil-Line Limited
Colley Motorships

Columbus Shipping

Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania
Compania Chilena de Navegacion
Compass Marine Services 

Conti USA

Continental Shipping

CP Ships

Crowley Liner Services

Cruise Plus Service & Tours

CSAV Navitrans
Darya Shipping
Deep Foundations 

Demaco Corporation

Diversified Marine International

Dockside Marine Contractors

Dole Fresh Fruit Company
Dominion Bulk International
Donjon Marine

Durocher Marine, Division of Kokosing
EG&G Technical Services

Eitzen Chemicals
Eldecar

Elkem Chartering AS

Empros Lines Shipping Co
Entrust Maritime Co. Ltd.

Environmental Marine Waste Services

Equinox Maritime

Esso Standard Oil
Everdere Shipping
Evergreen America
Fednav International Ltd

Fettes Shipping, Inc. 

Foreman Marine Construction


	Franco Compania Naviera S.A. 

Gabriel Fuentes Jr. Construction Co.

Geogas Trading S.A.

Gibson Shipbrokers

Global Transport System
Grand River Navigation Co.

Great Lakes Transport Ltd.

Gresco 

Guthrie-Hubner
Hannah Marine Corporation

Hapag Lloyd Cruiseship Management

Harbor Bunkering Corp.

Harley Marine Services

Harwin Shipping Agency

High View Construction
Horizon Lines

Hornbeck Offshore Transportation

Hovensa

IBN Agrotrading GmbH
Ilva Servizi Maritimi S.P.A.
Immels Marine
In Tug And Barge Management
Inchcape Shipping Services
Indiana Harbor Steamship Co
Inland Lakes Management, Inc.
Inter Ship
Interlake Steamship Company

International Shipping Agency

Intersee Schiffahrts-Gesell

Island Stevedoring

J. F. Dunkake & Bohle 
K.G. Fisser & v. Doornum
Kellys Island Ferry Boat Line

Kent Line Limited

Keylakes Inc.

Keystone Great Lakes, Inc.
Laden Maritime

Lake Superior Shipping

Lakehead Shipping
Leopoldo Fontanillas
Lower Lakes Towing Ltd

Lower Lakes Transportation
Luedtke Engineering
Luis A. Ayala Colon Sucrs
Magnum Marine, Inc.
Marine & Transportation Services (MSTS)
Marimpex Ltd.

Maybank Shipping

McAllister Towing & Transportation
McAsphalt Marine Limited
McLean Kennedy

McLennan Cargo Agency 

Maersk Lines
Merada Transportation
Merwin Shipping And Trading

Miss Buffalo / Niagara Clipper

Milinos de Puerto Rico
Montship

Montreal Marine Services

Moran Service Corporation

Mineralien Schiffahrt Spedition und Transp.
Navigation Desgagnes 
Navitrans Shipping
NOAA – Muskegon
Norton Lily International

Ocean General Agency 

Odyssea Stevedoring
	Oglebay Norton Company
Olof Brodin (Chartering) AB

Olde River Yacht Club

Onego Shipping & Chartering BV

Orion Schiffahrts-Gesellschaft Reith & Co.

Overman Marine

Pegasus Denizcilik AS

Perez & Cia.
Polish Steamship Company
Polsteam (USA) 

Poros Shipping Agencies

Pro Caribe

Protos Shipping

Puerto Rico Line

Puerto Rico Ports Authority

Reserve Holdings LLC
Rice Company
Robert Reford
Royal Caribbean International

San Juan Bay Pilots Association

San Juan Towing & Marine Services

Sargeant Marine

Sawyer's Marine Construction
Scanscot Shipping Inc
Sea Star Line Agency

Scandia Shipping Agency

Schulte & Bruns GmbH
Scio Shipping, Inc.

Seaway Marine Transport

Shinwa (USA) Inc. & Tokoline
Sirius Maritime

Sokana Chartering

South Puerto Rico Towing & Boat Service

St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.
Stealth Maritime

Stentex

Stolt Parcel Tankers Inc.
Tampa Contracting Inc
Tarquin International

Thenamaris (Ships Management) Inc.

Thomas Psarras

Tidewater Marine

Trailer Bridge

Trampko Bulker Pool

Tramp Maritime Enterprises

Transcaribbean Maritime

Transmed Shipping

Transportation Maritima Mexicana Grupo
Trans Sea Transport
Tropical Shipping And Construction

U Ships Marine Services

Unicargo Tranportgesellschaft
University of Minnesota
US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo

US Army Corps of Engineers,  Rock Island 

US Coast Guard NESU – Cleveland, Ohio

US Coast Guard – San Juan, Puerto Rico
US Geological Survey
US Navy- FISC Puget Sound

US Navy – San Juan Puerto Rico
US Navy Reserve, Cleveland, Ohio

Van Enkevort Tug & Barge
Veley Enterprises
Wagenborg Shipping B.V.
Windjammer

World Shipping


ABOUT THE NEW FACILITIES & OUR FUTURE PLANS
This new $4,000,000 headquarters building and state-of-the-art shipyard complex on this 5-acre deep waterfront site in the Old River Channel of the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland, Ohio completes Phase I of a $14 million shipyard expansion project.  It demonstrates the Company’s desire to foster economic development by retaining existing jobs and by creating new jobs the old fashioned way – by creating new business opportunities.  The expansion is expected to create economic growth and new career jobs with a potential for many more when Phase II of our expansion is completed next year.  Phase II includes an excavated boat slip, a boat shed and the installation of a 600-ton travel lift to complement the Company’s existing 300-ton drydock allowing simultaneous construction and repair of multiple boats and barges, and expansion of our vessel repair and marina service capabilities.

This Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony signifies the Company’s renewed commitment to the City of Cleveland, to Cuyahoga County and to the Great Lakes maritime community. 

The new facilities incorporate fabrication, welding and diesel shops to include new technologies.  The 40’ high fabrication building is equipped with a 10-ton overhead crane that travels the entire 150’ length of the building.  The 30’ high by 40’ wide high speed hanger door permits indoor barge and tug construction and repairs.  Major new yard equipment includes a specially designed service truck outfitted as a “mobile-shipyard” complete with welding equipment, compressed air, generator, and a crane – ideal for off-site vessel repairs.
A “GREEN” & “SAFE” ENVIRONMENT

Our new headquarters and shipyard facilities incorporate many sustainable design elements and construction practices that significantly reduce the negative impact of industrial surroundings on the environment:
· Brownfield Redevelopment:  Constructed on the site of the old American Shipbuilding Corporation shipyard operated in the early 1900s, with 100-year old buildings and structures, the site was first identified as an early “superfund” site, then remediated to a “brownfield” site and now, with our further remediation, restored for industrial use. The redevelopment of this substantial waterfront property is quite an accomplishment in restoring underdeveloped land in our region. 

· Protection of Adjacent Wetlands:  By elimination of sources of contamination on the site and adoption of a stringent Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan, including, new bulkheading, the installation of a new sanitary system, and rapidly deployable waterfront containment systems, we have taken positive measures to enhance and protect the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie as an important ecological resource. 

· Bio-retention Basin:  The area adjacent to the parking lot is designed to filter sediments from rain water run-off in the parking lot; and, to replenish the underground aquifer by preventing the parking lot rain water run-off from running directly into the Old River Channel.
· Recycled Building Materials:  The building materials used have a high recycled content, e.g. crushed concrete, structural steel, ceiling tile, and carpet, helping to reduce the impact on our environment resulting from the extraction and processing of virgin materials. 

· Construction Waste Management:  More than 50% of the waste generated by the construction has been diverted from landfill disposal.  Large quantities of demolished concrete, scrap steel, cardboard, paper and wood have been redirected back to the manufacturing process.

· Indoor Air Quality:  In order to create a healthy workplace, we have implemented an indoor air quality management plan throughout the construction of the building utilizing low-VOC materials wherever possible including adhesives, sealants, paint, carpet, and composite wood.

· Daylighting:  Oversized tinted glass windows have been installed throughout the office building to maximize interior daylighting in all spaces occupied for critical visual tasks.  Photo-integrated light sensors automatically turn exterior lighting on at dusk and off at dawn to conserve energy. 

· Silver Roof:  The roof panels utilized on the Fabrication building are called “Galvalume” which are 55% aluminum / zinc alloy coated steel using a hot dipped process with a reflectivity rating of 65%.

· Landscaping:  Designed by Brian Uhlenbrock of Neff & Associates, the Landscaping Plan for our industrial facilities incorporates extensive trees, shrubs and plantings, a tree-lined street and grass areas - it even includes retention vegetation and climbing roses on our perimeter fences.
· Safety & Security:  Mindful of post 911 homeland security requirements and being co-located with the City of Cleveland’s Garrett A. Morgan Water Plant, our new facilities provide a secure environment on our common northern water boundary for the Plant, as well as for the tugboats and vessels berthed at our dock. The new facilities incorporate dock and property outdoor lighting, security fencing, motion detectors, card swipes, remote cameras and 24-hour monitoring, including fire detection and security alarm systems. 
 “Our Success will, in no small way, be attributable to a trained and skilled local work force.”

COMMUNITY OUTREACH & TRAINING FOR CAREER JOBS

Just a short walk from the Shipyard, down hill from West 45th Street and Detroit Avenue, is the Cleveland Municipal School District’s Max S. Hayes Vocational High School, a model school, whose course of instruction includes welding and diesel engine mechanic training – skills needed for a shipyard.  The Company, in cooperation with the District and the School has developed a training program for students enrolled in the School, to obtain on-the-job supervised training, in a practicable way through a structured systematic program in the Shipyard. The Shipyard includes a classroom with LCD monitors for instruction. For students desiring to gain a skilled occupation, the Company’s Training Program provides a step-by-step paid program of practicable instruction.  Paid summer jobs and full-time career jobs are offered to graduates who obtain their High School Certificate and successfully pass the welding and diesel mechanic courses.

ABOUT THE GREAT LAKES TOWING COMPANY 

& 

THE GREAT LAKES GROUP  
Because of its lakes-wide presence and dominance in the Great Lakes tugboat market, the company is widely known just as “The Towing Company”, as if there were no other.  This year it celebrates its 108th birthday.  Founded on July 7, 1899, the Towing Company has been in continuous business and headquartered in Cleveland throughout its history.  What is not so widely known is that “The Towing Company” is a full-service marine transportation company – actually a “Group” of companies engaged in marine-related businesses, operating on the East, Gulf, and West Coasts of the United States, as well as in Puerto Rico and the islands of the Caribbean, and internationally.
On the Great Lakes, we provide tugboat and towing services in the Ohio ports of Cleveland, Ashtabula, Conneaut, Fairport, Lorain, Huron, Sandusky, and Toledo, but our fleet of tugboats service more than 32 other Great Lakes ports located on all 5 Great Lakes, as well, in all 8 U.S. Great Lakes States (New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Minnesota) and the St. Lawrence Seaway.  The Company’s tugboat services cover more than 8,300 miles of shoreline and a water surface area of roughly 100,000 square miles; an area identified as the nations “fourth seacoast” and equal in distance to any of them.
Our tugs are maintained to the highest standards and we are members and active participants in the American Waterways Operators Responsible Carrier Program, a third party audited safety program recognized by the US Coast Guard.  We are the largest employer of Tugmen on the Great Lakes.  Our licensed Captains and licensed Engineers are affiliated with the International Organization of Masters, Mates & Pilots, Great Lakes and Rivers Maritime Region, AFL-CIO.  Our Deckhands and Acting Engineers are affiliated with the Seafarers International Union of North America, Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes, and Inland Waters District/NMU, AFL-CIO.  Our tug crews have the best kind of qualifications you can find – seasoned experience.  Most have towed on the Lakes for years and are well-versed in the peculiarities of the harbors they work.  Many of them are second or even third generation employees.
ABOUT THE NEW SHIPYARD 
The Towing Company operates a full-service shipyard and drydock in Cleveland which specializes in all types of marine repair services for vessels, tugs, supply boats, ferries, barges, excursion vessels, research vessels, large yachts, and off-site topside work of every kind.  
BARGE CONSTRUCTION

The Shipyard recently expanded its operations to the construction of “truckable” over-the-road sized interlocking barges and platform units which permit expandability.  The units are ideal for inland lakes and construction projects, marketed as “DOCKMASTER” and “BARGEMASTER”.  Our most recent customer, the US Navy, purchased 4 interlocking platform units for use at the Naval Submarine Base, Bangor, Washington.
TUGBOAT CONSTRUCTION
Now with completion of the new facilities, the Shipyard will commence construction of new tugboats for both the commercial market and company use utilizing the latest technologies and state-of-the-art equipment. Most important will be the incorporation of “GREEN” technology in the new tug designs, and the use of diesel engines and associated equipment which has been specifically designed to reduce air emissions and other environmental toxins.   A “standard tugboat design” which will offer several “owner options” is being developed for the future. Not new to advanced tug designs, a Great Lakes Group affiliate, Tugz International, was one of the first U.S. tug companies to design and construct new state-of-the-art 4,000 horsepower, high bollard-pull, ocean-going tractor-type tugs for charter to third parties for commercial use throughout the United States and for charter and or operation by affiliated companies.  Called “Z-Tugs,” they were among the first commercially-adopted tractor tug designs in the United States and became the standard design for the U.S. Navy’s requirements and the commercial tug industry as well.  A modified Z-Class tug design includes a third forward, retractable Z-Drive (known as the “Tri-Z” Design) for special use in docking large vessels in narrow confines.
LAYING OF THE KEEL PIECE FOR THE FIRST NEW TUGBOAT TO BE CONSTRUCTED
The “keel” is the main longitudinal member of the hull; the body of the vessel. The “keel piece” is one of the pieces composing the keel. Traditionally, the hull number, the name of the company, the date that the keel piece was laid, and the owner’s signature are welded on the keel piece; later to be welded to the keel of the new tugboat.

~ Visit our web site at www.thegreatlakesgroup.com ~

COMPANY DIRECTORS & OFFICIALS
Sheldon B. Guren, Chairman & Director

Ronald C. Rasmus, President & Director

Pamela G. Korotky, Director

Ernest E. Tallisman, Director 
Carolyn J. Oros, Corporate Secretary

~

George L. Sogor, Senior Vice President, Finance & Administration & Treasurer

Robert J. Zadkovich, Assistant Vice President, Finance & Business Analysis
Martin J. Madigan, Controller

~

Joseph P. Starck, Jr., Vice President, Engineering

Joseph J. Craine, Shipyard General Manager

Christopher C. Peifer, Assistant Vice President, Engineering & Project Administration

Robert Thompson, Fleet Engineer

Patrick Berry, Shipyard Foreman

~

Gregg A. Thauvette, Vice President, Operations

Edward C. Hertz, Operations Manager

Aric M. Barrett, Fleet Captain

Patrick W. Retko, Chief Dispatcher

~

Joel M. Koslen, President & General Manager, Puerto Rico Towing & Barge Co.
Gabriel Rosado, Office Manager, Puerto Rico Towing & Barge Co.

Ibrahim A. Colon, Port Engineer, Puerto Rico Towing & Barge Co.
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